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Trinity Sunday
May 31, 2026
Sermon Series: God Poured Out

Greeting

Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Leader: The Triune God is with us.

People: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!

Leader: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, Comforter, Wisdom,
People: Do a new thing within us.

All: Amen.

The blessing of Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
be in our meeting

and our greeting,

in the worship we share

and the words of our prayer.

The blessing of Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
be in our living

and in our breathing,

that through our hearts and our words

your truth may be heard.

Family of God, we gather today to stand in the presence of the Triune God. We gather as witnesses that all creation
is full of God’s glory. We gather because we have heard God’s voice over the waters, in the deserts, and in the
forests. We gather as living testimonies that God is Lord of all.
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Friends, members, visitors...all beloved of God, welcome to Grace Church this Trinity Sunday as we worship God
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.

Prelude 'Andante Sostenuto' — Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937)
The Light of Christ Enters the Sanctuary

Call to Worship (responsive)
Leader: On this Trinity Sunday, we come to praise the Triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!
People: We praise God who creates, redeems, and sustains all creation!

Leader: We come to wade into the depths of the divine mystery of God, the One-in-Three and Three-in-One.

People: We seek an ever-deepening faith in God who creates, redeems, and sustains all creation!

Leader: We come to witness the interconnectedness of the Triune God, to marvel at the divine dance of partnership
and cooperation.

People: We receive the invitation to join the divine dance of God who creates, redeems, and sustains all
creation!

Leader: Come, let us worship the Triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!
People: Come, let us worship the Triune God who creates, redeems, and sustains all creation!

Opening Hymn “God of the Sparrow God of the Whale”
1. God of the sparrow God of the whale God of the swirling stars How does the creature say Awe How does
the creature say Praise.

2. God of the earthquake God of the storm God of the trumpet blast How does the creature cry Woe How
does the creature cry Save.

3. God the rainbow God of the cross God of the empty grave How does the creature say Grace How does the
creature say Thanks.

4. God of the hungry God of the sick God of the prodigal How does the creature say Care How does the
creature say Life.

5. God of the neighbor God of the foe God of the pruning hook How does the creature say Love How does
the creature say Peace.

6. God of the ages God near at hand God of the loving heart How do your children say Joy How do your
children say Home.

Opening Prayer (responsive)

Leader: Out of our ordinary, everyday lives, you have gathered us here, Holy God, to this time of worship, to this
time of praise.

People: We join with angels and archangels and all the company of the saints to bless you, to listen for your
Word, to immerse ourselves in your grace, in your love.

Leader: Open our hearts and our minds to your presence with us.
People: Take the chaos of the world that has found its way into our hearts — speak your Word and give
order and form and new creation.

Leader: Take the failures and defeats, the guilt and the shame that bind our spirits —speak your Word and set us
free.

People: Take our longings for your goodness to shape our lives, this community, the hurting world — speak
your Word and infuse us with your courage and your hope and
your love.

Leader: Then, awaken us to your Holy Spirit who is making all things new, even us.

All: We ask in Jesus’ name, who sends us out to speak love and mercy and grace to those who are waiting,
longing, hoping, for a sign that they are not alone, that you are a God of love, that you are a Savior who
knows their name, that the Holy Spirit is leading them home. Amen.

Children’s Message

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 1:1 - 2:4a

Creation of the heavens and the earth

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered
the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light,”



and there was light. And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the
waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were
above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the
second day.

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land
appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas.
And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit
trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation:
plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let
them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to
give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the
lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule
over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of
every kind, with which the waters swarm

and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there
was morning, the fifth day.

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and
wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and
the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild
animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

So God created humans in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves
upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the
earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and
to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, |
have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. On the sixth day God finished the work
that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh
day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

Psalter: Psalm 8
A reading from the psalms

How exalted is your name

Leader: O LORD, our Sovereign,

People: how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Leader: You have set your glory above the heavens. Out of the mouths of babes and infants

People: you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, to silence the enemy and the avenger.

Leader: When | look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
People: the moon and the stars that you have established;

Leader: what are humans that you are mindful of them,
People: mortals that you care for them?

Leader: Yet you have made them a little lower than God
People: and crowned them with glory and honor.



Leader: You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;
People: you have put all things under their feet,

Leader: all sheep and oxen,
People: and also the beasts of the field,

Leader: the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
People: whatever passes along the paths of the seas.

Leader: O LORD, our Sovereign,
People: how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Epistle Reading: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
A reading from Paul’s 2™ letter to the Corinthians

Paul's farewell

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the
God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
Here ends the reading of the Word.

Gospel Hymn “This Is My Father’s World”

1. This is my Father's world, and to my listening ears all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the
spheres. This is my Father's world: | rest me in the thought of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand
the wonders wrought.

2. This is my Father's world, the birds their carols raise, the morning light, the lily white, declare their
maker's praise. This is my Father's world: he shines in all that's fair; in the rustling grass | hear him pass; he
speaks to me everywhere.

3. This is my Father's world. O let me ne'er forget that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the
ruler yet. This is my Father's world: why should my heart be sad? The Lord is King; let the heavens ring!
God reigns; let the earth be glad!

Prayer of lllumination (unison)
Sing into our ears, O Spirit, the holy word of life. Tell us who we are and to whom we belong so that we may
live with gratitude for all that you have done. Amen.

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 28:16-20
A reading of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew

Living in the community of the Trinity

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him,
they worshiped him, but they doubted.

And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and
teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to the end of
the age.”

Pastor: “The word of God for the people of God.”
People: Thanks be to God. Amen.

Prayer of Preparation: Gracious God, help us to hear the message with open hearts and open minds. Help us so
to hear your Word that each time we say, “I believe in the Holy Spirit,” we mean that we believe there is a living God
who is able and willing to enter our humanness and change it to reflect you. Amen.

“Spirit in Partnership” Rev. Dionne T. Hall
Genesis 1:1-2:4a Matthew 28:16-20

Response to the Word: Almighty God, you come to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, having given us the gift of
your presence in our lives and hearts. Now give us the grace to love you with our minds as fully as we ought. Cast
aside in us our too simplistic views of your majesty and power. Stir up in us a fresh awareness of the richness of
your being, the worldwide diversity of your work and the wide wonder of your love, that we might perfectly love you in
order to more faithfully serve you all our days. Amen.
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Apostle’s Creed

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead, and buried;

The third day he arose from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer
We are a world that is desperate for you, God.
When powers struggle for dominance,
and war, oppression and abuse result;
When groups of people oppose one another
because of ideology, religion or culture;
We need a God who is bigger than ourselves, and our personal interests.

When people are disregarded and devalued
because of poverty, geography or disease;
When compassion and justice is withheld to some
because of sexuality, race or gender;
We need a Savior who is more compassionate than we are
who includes even those we would exclude.

When resources are mismanaged and abused,
and the world and its creatures are destroyed;

When motivation is scarce and creativity is in short supply
to address the challenges that we face;

We need a Spirit who is more powerful and more creative
than we could ever be.

Lord God, Loving Savior, Empowering Spirit,
we offer you these prayers
because we need you so desperately.
Captivate us, call us and fill us,
that we may be carriers of your eternal life
to this world that you love so dearly. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Call to Confession

Creation displays the glory of God, but our sin keeps us from rejoicing in the love God reveals. Yet Christ Jesus the
Son carried our sins to the cross, and the Holy Spirit breathes new life into us so that we can praise God, our Maker,
Savior, and life-giving Lover. Let us confess our sins, that we may receive such grace.

Prayer of Confession (unison)
As heirs of God, let us come to lay before God our sin and wrongdoings and lack of faith. Let us come with
hearts that seek newness.

Holy One, we acknowledge that too often we try to live not acknowledging the mystery of your Being. Even
though you have shown us your truth, we allow ourselves to rest in our own uncertainties.

We find ourselves unable or unwilling to embrace the love through which you sent Christ to live among us.
We take for granted the grandeur of you as Creator, Redeemer, and ever-present Sustainer. We do not live
out the beloved community you desire for all. Forgive us, we pray, and help us give testimony to your love.

Words of Assurance (responsive)

Leader: We trust in these promises: that the Triune God, in each of its persons, promises us newness of life, a gift
of new birth. The Divine Trinity invites us to testify to its Being as the foundation for reconciliation of all of God’s
people and for Creation.

All: In these truths, we trust and give thanks. Thanks Be to God!



Passing of the Peace (responsive)
Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
People: And also with you.

Invitation to the Offering
Out of the abundance of God’s own life, we have received the abundance of God’s creation, God’s word, and God’s
love. Let us return to God a portion of all that we have given, with joyous and glad abandon.

Offertory Anthem 'l Will Sing With The Spirit' - David Goodenough (b.1968)

Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Offertory Prayer (unison)

Creating God, from the beginning, you formed light out of darkness, breath from dust, and life from love. In
Christ, you walked among us, and through your Spirit, you empower us still. Today, we offer our gifts—
signs of our desire to partner with you in your ongoing work of creation, healing, and discipleship. Use
these offerings to build communities of compassion, to welcome the stranger, and to teach your ways of
justice and joy. May our giving reflect the wonder of your Triune love and our willingness to go and grow
disciples in your name. Amen.

Closing Hymn UMH #569 “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations” (vs 1,4)

1. We've a story to tell to the nations, that shall turn their hearts to the right, a story of truth and mercy, a
story of peace and light, a story of peace and light. For the darkness shall turn to dawning, and the dawning
to noonday bright; and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth, the kingdom of love and light.

4. We've a Savior to show to the nations, who the path of sorrow hath trod, that all of the world's great
peoples might come to the truth of God, might come to the truth of God. For the darkness shall turn to
dawning, and the dawning to noonday bright; and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth, the kingdom
of love and light.

Postlude Toccata — Percy Whitlock (1903-1946)
The Light of Christ goes into the world.

Charge
Go out this day participating in the life of the triune God — by honoring mutuality, living in equality and justice, and
celebrating the amazing diversity by which our communion is enriched.

Benediction
Go now in the blessing of the Triune God who draws you into the divine dance, inviting you to partner in God’s life-
giving work to bring flourishing and abundant life to all creation! Amen.

Grace Notes
May 31, 2026
Mission Statement: Glorify God ~ Draw All to Christ ~ Edify & Equip

From the Pastor: How do we make sense of God the Three-in-One? How do we explain the Trinity without falling
into heresy? How do we make real a doctrine that has no direct reference in scripture? We can get so wrapped up in
these “how” questions that we don’t stop to consider that maybe those aren’t the right questions. Instead of trying to
find that one story or teaching or psalm to latch onto, we need to step back and consider that the whole of scripture,
the whole story of God’s work among us then and now, is the story of the Triune God. Our focus scriptures for today
are the first chapter of Genesis and the last chapter of Matthew—the beginning of all creation and the end of Jesus’

in-the-flesh presence among the disciples.
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/god-poured-out/trinity-sunday-year-a-planning-worship

Pastor Dionne

Membership Reports: As faithful members of Grace UMC, we faithfully strive to remember our membership vows
to support the church by upholding the church with our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.

Prayers - Persons listed on Joys & Concerns will appear for two weeks. Please fill out a request card if you would like
your request shared on Sunday morning and listed in Grace Notes. You may call or email the church office Monday
thru Wednesday (by 10am) with those you would like to include or remove. If a person requires additional time, or



has a long-term iliness, request they be added to the “Long-term” list. The joys and concerns will list first name and
last initial; no details will appear.

Joys & Concerns

May 24: Dan M., Helen S., Family of Jane H., John S.
May 17: Wade P.

Prayers (Long-term): John S., Robin G., Lucy K.; Bill S., Erin B., Doris K.; Bill H., Wendi C., Margie C., Bev. B.,
Connie M.; Vickie S., Rhonda and Tony W., Harriett H.; Mike and Angel P.; Shelby B.

Our Condolences
We offer our sincere sympathy to the family and friends of Raymond “Bud” Chaney” who passed away on
Wednesday, May 13, 2026.

We offer our sincere sympathy to the family and friends of Betty Mounts who passed away on Wednesday,
May 13, 2026.

The Daily Scripture Lessons May 31 — June 6

Sunday: Genesis 1:1 — 2:4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20
Monday: Psalm 29; Job 38:39-39:12; 1 Corinthians 12:1-3;

Tuesday: Psalm 29; Job 39:13-25; 1 Corinthians 12:4-13;

Wednesday: Psalm 29; Job 39:26-40:5; John 14:25-26;

Thursday: Psalm 33:1-12; Genesis 13:1-18; 2 Peter 2:17-22;

Friday: Psalm 33:1-12; Genesis 14:17-24; Acts 28:1-10;

Saturday: Psalm 50:7-15; Genesis 15:1-20; Matthew 9:27-34;

Presence — Join us for worship in person or via Facebook Live.
Worship: 69 Sunday School: 30  Facebook Live: 128 Ladies T4U:

GIFTS - Your gifts offer HOPE to Grace Church and the community. When we tithe, we follow the example given
to us in Genesis 28:10-22 by giving at least 10% to the General Fund. United Methodists value the tithe as a
benchmark for giving, one we encourage our members to move toward and, once achieved, move beyond. We
believe that there is joy in giving, and the greater the generosity the deeper the joy. The General Fund is
responsible for ensuring all the needs of the church are met; this includes all of the ministries, missions, and

operational costs of Grace Church. The One Board (as of May 14, 2023) asks that all tithes and offerings be placed
in the General Fund except those for TH.R.I.V.E.. Micah’s Backpack & Building for the Future. Separate envelopes

are provided for these ministries and located by the lectern. This is the only way to donate to these
ministries. This will allow Grace Church to move towards fully funding all ministries and missions of the church.

This will bring us up to date with current UMC budget practices.

General Fund: $1,033.20

Endowment Withdrawal: $30,000.00
Music Fund: $350.00

Needed for Weekly Budget: $4,500
Building for the Future: $50.00
T.H.R.L.V.E. & Micah’s Backpack: $50.00

Service and Witness:

Ushers: J.C. Martin, Bill Thompson, Donna and Roy Shoop, Madison Shoop, Lucas Shoop, Ella Sholty,

Justus Osuiji

Greeter: Daisy Wolfensberger

Lay Readers: John Hess, Earlene Johnson, Sandy Kendall, Kurt Zimmerman

Media Managers: Donnie Bryan, Roy Shoop

Choir: Becca Bryan, Donnie Bryan, Patti Hull, Hannah Kamseuh, Polly Martin, Peace Osuiji, Ryan Wetzel
Congregational Care Committee/Communion Stewards: Chris Jeter, Krista Zimmerman, Cindy Tedrick, Ruth
Smith, Patti Hull, Helen Gilliam, Daisy Wolfensberger, Polly Martin, Rose Shank, Earlene Johnson, Sandy Kendall,
Donna Bolinger, Amy Bryan, Becca Bryan, Jane Staley, Rhonda Weaver, Wanda Stouffer, Ruth Thompson, Pastor
Dionne, Sonja Shearer, Cindy Swales, Patty Frazier, Caroline Jenkins and Vivienne, Margaret Hess

T.H.R.L.V.E. (Thankful, Hopeful, Revitalized, Intentional, Victorious, Educated). Continued needs are non-
perishables, dry goods, feminine care products, hand soap, shower gel, razors, shave cream, individually wrapped
paper towels and toilet paper, shampoo, toothpaste/toothbrushes, laundry detergent, etc. Monetary donations are
gratefully accepted, and please use the indicated envelopes located by the lectern. Closet 712 Volunteers are
always appreciated. Donations drop off is Monday -Thursday 10am-12pm., spring and summer clothing ONLY.
Both T.H.R.Il.V.E and the clothes closet are open on Saturday, July 11, 2026 (no June pantry), 9:00 am — 11:00
am.

Pastoral Care and Emergency Contact Information: In case of an emergency, please contact Pastor Dionne at
(240) 347-2345 (cell), Facebook Messenger, or pastordionne.hall@gmail.com. The church office number is (240) 850-
2934. Please inform the hospital and/or funeral home that Pastor Dionne is the Pastor at Grace. The Pastor and
church should be notified of any illness or death of a member or family member first. The Pastor will confirm
availability dates for Services of Death and Resurrection with the funeral home director.
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CALENDAR

Sun., May 31 8:30 am
9:00 am
10:15 am
Wed., June 3 1:30 — 3:00 pm
Sun., June 7 8:30 am
9:00 am
Sunday)
10:15 am
4:00 pm
Mon., June 8 12:00 pm
correct)
Tues., June 9 6:00 pm
correct)
6:30 pm
Wed., June 10 1:30 — 3:00 pm
Thurs., June 11 12:00 pm
Sat., June 13" 1:00 pm
Celebration/Luncheon for
Sun., June 14 8:30 am
9:00 am
10:15 am

Graduates — do you have any graduates among your immediate family? If so, contact

Coffee, Donuts & Fellowship is provided in Rider Hall
Trinity Sunday

Sunday school for all ages

Pop-Up Pantry

Coffee, Donuts & Fellowship is provided in Rider Hall
Second Sunday after Pentecost (no communion this

Sunday school for all ages
Organ Concert featuring David Briggs
T4U Luncheon and meeting in Rider Hall (date is

One Board Leadership Meeting in Rider Hall (date is

All are welcome to attend

Choir Rehearsal

Pop-Up Pantry

Senior Citizens Indoor Picnic — Pizza and salad
An Order of Farewell & Ministry

Pastor Dionne & Family

Coffee, Donuts & Fellowship is provided in Rider Hall
Third Sunday after Pentecost, Communion

Sunday school for all ages

the church office no later than Monday, June 1, 2026. Graduates will be recognized on

Sunday, June 7.

Thank you - | want to thank the T4U Ladies of the church and anyone else for their cards,
concerns, and prayers for me. It really helps knowing others are praying for you. You are all

special.

In Christian love, Karen Helfrich

Thank You — Thank you for the card and well wishes from the T4U Ladies at Grace church.

My chemo treatments are going well, so far, and my pain is tolerable, one day at a time. | know

Gad has a plan for this journey that | am on.
Please continue to pray for me. Bobbie Beair



Save the Date!

Forly Pt 13TH
An Orcler of Farewell
and Ministry Celebration o’

for the
7-f.

Pastoral Ministry
of
Rev. Dionne T. Hall
Today, Sunday May 315t Tickets will be on sale in the library following worship,
and in Rider Hall following Sunday school.
Please see Krista Zimmerman at either location!

RSVP to Grace UMC
(240) 850 - 2934

oooo www.facebook.com/graceun oYU

Menu: Beef BBQ, Fried Chicken, Roast Pork
Pasta Salad, Roasted Potatoes, Cole Slaw
Desserts & Drinks
Adults $10.00 ~ All children eat free

Please RSVP by June 15! by calling the church office at 240-850-2934
or email graceumchagerstown@gmail.com!!



